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                                           Date:    22 Nov 2010

Dear Colleague 
Young People’s Services Change 
We recently asked you to publicise our Meeting the Challenge campaign amongst young people.  The campaign is about helping Gloucestershire County Council to decide which changes to make to save £108m in response to the recent Comprehensive Spending Review. Cabinet and senior managers have listened to this feedback about priorities and are now in a position to make proposals for service change. 

One of the areas being reshaped is Young People’s Services, which will affect the Connexions Service, Youth Service, Outdoor and Environmental Education, Youth Offending and the Post-16 Service. Going forward, the council will focus on the most vulnerable young people, such as looked after young people and care leavers, young offenders , teenage parents, disabled young people and those with substance misuse and mental health issues. 

It is important that young people affected by these proposed changes are able to have their say, air their views and concerns and ask any questions. As such, we have launched an online consultation which can be accessed via a specially created Facebook page: www.facebook.com/meetingthechallenge.  The consultation includes a survey which is also accessible directly at http://ww5.gloucestershire.gov.uk/surveys/YoungPeoplesServiceYP/
How can young people have their say?
1. By posting their comments on our Facebook page – www.facebook.com/meetingthechallenge . There are discussion threads in place where they can air their views, key concerns and potential impact of proposed changes.

2. By completing an online survey available via the following link  http://ww5.gloucestershire.gov.uk/surveys/YoungPeoplesServiceYP/
3. By responding to the questions in the Young People’s Service Change Leaflet – these can be completed by individuals or groups.  In some cases, youth workers may want to go through the questions as a group exercise and then collate responses – this is fine.

4. By adding their comments to a Graffiti poster – distributed to Youth Centres
More information and additional copies of all materials can be found online at: 

www.whatnowglos.co.uk/news/more_news_on_meeting_the_challenge 

The deadline for all responses is 11th February 2011.
Please send written responses to:
Young People Change Team

Freepost SWC4302

Shire Hall

Westgate Street

Gloucester

GL1 2TG.

OR you can email: ypchangeteam@gloucestershire.gov.uk
If you have any queries, please contact Francis Gobey, Lead Commissioner for Targeted Youth Support, at the Young People’s Services Change office on 01452 426264
Yours sincerely
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Francis Gobey
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Interim Group Director:  Duncan Jordan, Children & Young People’s Directorate, Shire Hall,

Westgate Street, Gloucester GL1 2TR


